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On StandardNET:

DOYLE McMANUS: The 
Los Angeles Times columnst 
says that new tax rates 
always clash with longtime 
favored tax deductions when 
calls come to restructure our 
U.S. tax system.
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Top of Utah Voices

Michael Vaughan is Weber State University’s 
provost. He accepts e-mail from readers at 
mvaughan@Weber.edu

The National Parent Teacher 
Association, better known as 
the PTA, has suffered a bit of 
a membership slump in the 

past generation. It has fewer than 5 
million members today, a 20 percent 
drop in a decade. In order to stem that 
drop and restore prominence to the 
115-year-old iconic institution, the PTA 
needs to put its emphasis on local is-
sues.

The organization has been criti-
cized for lobbying efforts on national 
issues, including charter schools, 
home-schooling, and juvenile justice. 
It has also been a vocal lobbying voice 
against school vouchers and for-profit 
charter schools. That may excite pro-
fessional advocates of education, but 
it doesn’t enthuse moms, dads, and 
guardians in communities that want 
the PTA that they pay dues to to im-
prove education locally.

We agree with Gary Parker, presi-
dent of the PTA at Carmel Elementary 
School in Woodstock, Ga., who told 
the Associated Press, “Parents think 

they’re joining to be involved with the 
kids at their school, and they’re really 
becoming part of a massive political 
action committee.”

And we all know how popular politi-
cal action committees are, right?

We understand that the PTA does 
work at the local level. But it needs to 
double down on those efforts and place 
less effort on national lobbying. Dues 
are inexpensive for the national PTA 
at $2.25 a person, but district and state 
fees add to the total. When parents 
plunk down money to join the PTA, 
they expect that the organization will 
focus on their children’s schools. The 
PTA needs to show its membership 
that it does.

With more single parents and tough 
economic times, parents are busy. It’s 
not surprising many feel that they 
don’t have time for the PTA. But edu-
cation is important, and it’s the PTA’s 
job to sell itself as an integral compo-
nent to a child’s education. Go local, 
PTA, that’s your stength. Make sure 
parents see the benefits.

PTA’s strength is local

On the last Thursday in March, the 
sun rose on the eastern horizon at 
roughly a quarter past seven. The 

high ridge line above the East Ogden Bench 
would cast its continuous shadow on the city 
for another hour.  Daybreak revealed that 
an overnight dusting 
of snow had fallen on 
mountain peaks above 
Ogden. On the Weber 
State University 
campus, almost 
3,000 students from 
around the world were 
enjoying a splendid 
Utah morning for the 
first time.

The occasion 
for their first trip 
to Ogden was the 
National Conference 
on Undergraduate 
Research (NCUR) that 
WSU was hosting. Students from across the 
country and five foreign countries came to 
the WSU campus to share their research 
and artistic creations. That morning, the 
visiting students heard 
from the Nobel Prize 
winning geneticist Mario 
Capecchi. On subsequent 
mornings, the students 
would learn from the 
award-winning author 
Anne Fadiman and the 
noted ethnobotanist Paul 
Cox.

The event provided 
an opportunity to 
demonstrate that 
WSU is an outstanding 
university, and it was also 
a great opportunity to showcase Ogden.

Of those participating in the conference, 
the vast majority had never been to Ogden, 
so it is interesting to hear their impressions 
of the city. 

As college students, the conference 
goers were experienced users of Facebook, 
Twitter, YouTube and other forms of social 
media. For this reason, it is easy to go online 
and find their candid and unexpurgated 
impressions of Ogden.  

So, what was the consensus opinion of 
the city? The visitors were impressed.

A student from the University of 
Memphis summed up his impressions by 
saying, “I had an amazing time in Utah. One 
of the best experiences of my life. Thanks 
for making a southerner feel at home.”

Downtown Ogden’s dining 
establishments received high marks. 
Slackwater Pub and Pizza got rave reviews. 
A group of students from Lancashire, 
England described Brewskis as “a lovely 

lively place to talk to American people.”
Several foreign visitors felt compelled 

to make the trek to downtown Ogden’s 
Walmart store which they described as “a 
key part of American culture.”

Ogden’s trails and mountains also 
garnered the attention of 
the students. 

Several students took 
the initiative to hike 
up Waterfall Canyon 
and posted their photos 
and videos online.  One 
participant said: “You 
can’t wake up to the 
Rocky Mountains every 
day in New Hampshire.” 
A student from Detroit 
summed it up by saying: 
“The mountains are the 
coolest thing. We don’t 
have anything like that.”

The influence of 
the conference was apparent to Ogden’s 
business community. Virtually every hotel 
room was filled. A long-time 25th Street 
waitress remarked that she had not seen 

this much business since 
the start of the recession. 

The Standard-Examiner 
reported that the NCUR 
event was the largest 
convention to ever be 
hosted in Ogden. The 
economic impact of the 
conference was estimated 
to exceed $2.6 million. 
Yet, the real impact of the 
conference may last for 
decades.

The students who 
participated in the 

conference are both talented and have a 
strong desire for achievement. Many will 
go on to be teachers, doctors, and engineers. 
A significant number will go to graduate 
school and become college professors. 
When the students ultimately graduate and 
begin their careers, more than a few will 
consider seeking employment in Northern 
Utah because of their positive impression 
of with Ogden. It is likely that one or two or 
more will become faculty members at WSU.

I want to express my gratitude to the 
citizens of Ogden for making a great 
impression. 

I also need to thank the entire WSU 
community for the work they put in to make 
the NCUR event a success. Dr. John Cavitt, 
Director of WSU’s Undergraduate Research 
Program, Dr. Ryan Thomas, Associate 
Provost and Dean of Undergraduate 
Studies, and Amy Douangdara the Office of 
Undergraduate Research deserve special 
recognition for their efforts.

A great first impression

I want to express 

my gratitude to the 

citizens of Ogden 

for making a great 

impression.

Editor,
The current increase 

in fuel is the result of 
Obama’s liberal agenda. 
This agenda included “Cash 
for Clunkers,” advertised 
as a way to stimulate the 
economy. But in reality, it 
decreased employment for 
used car salesman, auto 
mechanics, manufacturers of 
auto parts, etc..  

The agenda also includes 
pushing up the price at the 
pump to push development 
of alternative energies such 
as the highly subsidized 
Chevrolet Volt. 

Not that alternative fuels 
are a bad idea, but pushing 
this agenda during a very 
delicate recovery is a kind of 
madness. How is President 
Obama’s agenda pushing up 
the price of fuel? 

People in the oil industry 
can verify that crude is 80 
percent of the at-pump cost 
of gasoline. 

The price of crude is 
currently based on the world 
market controlled by the 
Middle East and investors 
putting their money in 
futures (contracts for future 
sale at a higher rate). The 
only way to lower the cost 
of crude is to increase 

production that is out of the 
control of the Middle East. 
The president declares that 
crude production is up in this 
country, and rightly so. 

This increase in crude is 
the result of state governors 
and private land owners not 
the federal government. 
Crude production on federal 
lands is down at least 30 
percent from previous 
production levels. This, along 
with delay or disapproval of 
the Keystone Pipeline should 
ensure a higher price for 
crude oil. 

The president declares 
that the oil companies should 
pay more taxes, and could 
subsidize the cost of fuel. He 
doesn’t tell us that these high 
profits are due to the quantity 
of product sold and that only 
2 percent of these profits go 
to oil industry management 
with the remainder going to 
stockholders and to fund our 
retirement accounts such as 
401(k)s, etc..  

Our only recourse is 
that our president skillfully 
balance our recovery with 
the liberal agenda to prevent 
another recession or a 
change in administration.

James S. Barnes
North Ogden

President should balance agenda to prevent recession

Editor,
The more I read about 

the Stewart case, the more 
confused I am. 

Why were that many 
police officers sent for 16 
marijuana plants? Were all 
the police officers wearing 
vests? Why did the police 
officers have long hair, 
beards, etc.? We do not 
expect officers to look like 

that.
And mainly, if Stewart 

gave himself up, why was 
he shot in the anus and other 
places? I pray they were not 
“revenge shots.” And, what 
really went on at the hospital?

Please, may the “honesty” 
on both sides be known. Truth 
generates respect.

Elaine Jensen
Ogden

We need more honesty in the Stewart case

Editor,
I’m responding to the April 

7 guest commentary by Dan 
Schroeder, “Why Ogden’s 
utility rates continue to rise.” 
If people don’t like Ogden’s 
utility rates, they should 
move to Roy where they are 
much higher and have been 
for quite some time. 

Our monthly charge is 
$80.62; $13.54 for water, 
$25.90 for sewer, $4.00 for 
storm sewer, $26.10 for 
garbage and $11.08 for 
capital improvements and 
equipment. We are a family 
and two and do not use a lot 
of water with laundry once 
a week, cooking and a few 
showers.

Many years ago, sometime 
in the 1970s, an equipment 
tax of $1.00 was added to 
our water bill as the city 
needed something along 
that line. This was supposed 
to be a temporary tax, but 
it has remained since then. 
Sometime in recent years, the 
equipment tax was increased 
to $11.08 and has remained. 
Of course, after the Riverdale 
Canal break, our costs 
increased, both yearly taxes 
and monthly fees.

We are all paying more 
for water, sewer and garbage 
and I don’t think it’s going to 
decrease anytime soon.

Judy Gabourie
Roy

Ogden’s utility rates low by comparison 

Editor,
The hypocrisy is so 

amazing it is laughable. 
During the run-up to the 
last congressional elections, 
when staged Tea Party 
groups took control of town 
hall meetings throughout 
the country, we could 
hear Tea Party members 
express their outrage over 
Obama’s alleged destruction 
of Medicare with his new 
health care legislation. 

Tea Party seniors were 
heard raging against 
government run health 
care, while at the same time 
venting their rage with 
words such as “Don’t touch 
my Medicare.” 

They were feeding off 
right-wing propaganda 
claiming that the part of 
the legislation designed to 
reduce fraud and introduce 
badly needed cost control 
was actually a subterfuge 
for something else — to 
cut or destroy Medicare 
altogether.

What is laughable is that 
at the same time they were 
feeding the Tea Party with 
this dishonest propaganda, 
they were in back rooms 
defining their real agenda — 
to destroy it themselves. 

Their intent has since 
come out in Paul Ryan’s 
proposal that would replace 
Medicare with a voucher 
system. 

The Congressional 
Budget Office and one 
study after another has 
said that a voucher system 
would essentially destroy 
Medicare to the serious 
detriment of the very 
seniors that the Republicans 
were claiming to help.

Jack E. Allen
Roy

Tea Party seniors 
tricked by propaganda




